Kesteven and Sleaford High School
A Robert Carre Trust School

Collective Worship Policy
Background
The 1988 Education Act requires that every school should provide a daily act of collective worship
for all students, the majority of which, each term, should be “wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian
character”. Collective worship should “reflect the broad traditions of Christian belief without being
distinctive of any particular denomination.”
Collective worship is not the same as corporate worship. Corporate worship is the worship of
people who have a common understanding of what worship includes and who share the same
beliefs. A community school is not a worshipping community as the students who have a faith are
diverse in what they believe, in what they believe God is and what they believe worship to that God
or Gods should entail.
To be meaningful for students collective worship enables them to reflect on:






what it means to be a human being;
questions of meaning, purpose and value;
the best that human beings can be - inspirational, exemplars (people of faith or not) who
have demonstrated through their actions, lives and qualities. Examples will come from
religious and non-religious sources;
personal beliefs and values.

The collective worship that we deliver will recognise and value the cultural, linguistic and religious
diversity of our school population and will be conducted within our Equal Opportunities policy.
School Aims for Collective Worship











to enable students to reflect on, and question, issues such as belonging to the school
community, the wider community and to humanity as a whole;
to reinforce a sense of community and cohesion through appreciating those things we have
in common;
to develop a reflective approach to life;
to support students in the development of spiritual, cultural and moral perspectives;
to develop a sense of the individual’s place in the world beyond the physical, material and
the ‘here and now’;
to provide time to consider values and beliefs - both their own and those of others;
to raise awareness of difficulties experienced living a life based on values, beliefs and
principles which may not be shared by everyone in the wider community;
to provide opportunity to celebrate achievement and to share times of celebration;
to support students in responding to crisis at a personal and collective level and provide
them with a vocabulary to explore feelings and responses;
to support those who have particular needs or who are engaged in times of crisis.
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Collective worship will reinforce the sense of the school community, by giving students the
opportunity to share things of worth with each other, within a reflective space.

Those students who have a faith will be able to use the reflection time to consider issues in the
light of their religious beliefs and to pray or worship internally as they feel appropriate, whilst those
students who don’t have a religious belief will have the opportunity to reflect and make a personal
internalised response to the same stimulus. They will also be able to enter into dialogue with those
of faith, enabling both believers and non-believers to appreciate each other's stances.
The language of invitation to reflect will be open and inclusive, ensuring that no student or adult
present feels their beliefs have been compromised and ensuring that they are able to participate
and grow spiritually.
Delivery
This can include work produced by the students, and the students themselves can be involved.
Other possibilities are:





the spoken word: story, poetry, personal experiences and anecdotes, interviews,
discussion, religious writings, factual accounts, debate;
performance – mime, drama, roleplay;
music;
silence – reflection, contemplation and, if appropriate, prayer;

Assemblies will provide the opportunity for personal and collective reflection upon issues, values,
behaviour, morality and spiritual development;
Assemblies can provide us with opportunities to reflect on our educational purpose and to
celebrate a range of educational and personal achievements.
Content














marking the celebration of a broad range of religious and cultural festivals that reflect the
diversity of faiths contained within the community;
examples of lives of people of faith and other good human beings;
stories supporting themes from a range of sources, including sacred texts, faith
communities and secular books;
response to key local, national and international events;
providing an opportunity to think about their own beliefs whether religious or otherwise;
consideration of questions you wouldn’t think about elsewhere, not necessarily with easy or
definitive answers;
putting things into practice e.g., supporting charities;
providing a moment for silent reflection or prayer;
celebration of successes of members of the school community;
performances or presentations from members of the school community;
input from visiting speakers / experts;
providing knowledge, skills and understanding to prepare students to play a full and active
part in society (citizenship);
foster an awareness and understanding of issues such as democracy and government and
how laws are made and upheld (citizenship).

Practice
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At KSHS we combine our acts of worship with assembly, helping to ensure that worship takes
place within a broad educational framework. There is at least one assembly each week for each
student in the school, sometimes with a second one as part of our key stage assembly
programme.
The Headteacher or other senior staff lead the whole school assemblies at the beginning and end
of each term. Students are encouraged to take an active part in both planning and leadership at
certain times of the year.
In tutor time, ‘The News Quiz’ is a weekly discussion point which explores issues in the news and
aims to link them to moral, ethical or spiritual themes. These are discussed in mixed age groups
and build on a weekly ‘Thought for the Week’ which is published to all staff in advance and linked
to the assembly themes.
Roles and Responsibilities






The Headteacher is responsible (under the School Standards and Framework Act 1998) for
arranging the daily collective worship after consulting with the governing body.
The Heads of Year are responsible for planning the calendar of themes and ‘Thought for
the Day’ activities on a termly basis.
All tutors follow the News and Thought for the week programme in tutor time.
All teaching staff are expected to attend assemblies unless they have formally withdrawn
from them by putting their request in writing and meeting with the headteacher.
Parents of a student have a right to withdraw their children from collective worship. If a
parent asks for their child to be wholly or partly excused from attending collective worship
at the school the school must comply unless the request is withdrawn. Any parent who
wishes to exercise this right should consult the headteacher.

Monitoring and Review
Assessment of collective worship is carried out by members of the Leadership Team who will
check that practice meets the aims of collective worship.

Reviewed by JS
Approved by the KSHS Local Governing Body on 17 March 2016
Review date: March 2020

(4 years)
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